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History 

The relic is a two inch piece of wood off the back of the Blessed John of Vercelli 

walking stick, which dates back to around the year 1275. 

 Pope Gregory X, in 1274, requested John Garbella (Blessed John of Vercelli), 

who was the Dominican Master General from 1264 to 1283, to undertake a 

campaign to make the Holy Name of God, and that of his Son, more honored by 

the faithful.  He traveled by walking from Dominican priory to Dominican 

priory preaching all over Europe.  Blessed John lived from 1205 to 1283. 

 John was born around 1205 in the village of Mosso Santa Maria near the 

Vercelli area of Lombardy in Northern Italy. 

 His feast day is December 1
st
 and he was beatified by Pope Pius X in 1903. 

 The “Holy Name of Jesus” feast day is January 3
rd

.  

  The Society of the Holy Name was formed to combat blasphemy and 

profanation of the Holy Name of Jesus”. 

Location 

 As of December 9, 2016 the relic is located at Our Lady Help of Christians 

(OLHC) parish, located at 1500 Marian Road, Abington, PA. 

 The goal is to have the relic permanently displayed within the OLHC Church. 

Veneration Schedule 

 The Holy Name Society (HNS) of OLHC will have the relic venerated at their 

monthly Sunday Mass, which is currently the third Sunday of the month at the 

10:30 AM Mass. 

 It may also be venerated at the traditional (since 1975) “Second Saturday Mass” 

of the PAHNU, which is celebrated once a month, rotating among Philadelphia 

Archdiocesan Parishes that have, or propose to have, a Parish Holy Name 

Society. 

 It will also be venerated at the traditional (since 1979) PAHNU “Annual Mass 

for the Canonization of Blessed John of Vercelli”, of which the 38
th 

Anniversary Mass is currently scheduled for October 8, 2017. 
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Instructions for requesting the Relic to be borrowed 

and/or venerated at a specific location or Church 
 

 Requestor should contact the President of the PAHNU, or designated person, 

with the following information: 

 Requestor Name, Church or religious order affiliation, US Postal address (Not a 

P.O. Box), email address, cell phone number, references if requested.  

 If requestor is from outside the Philadelphia Archdiocese we will require the 

approval of the PAHNU Spiritual Director. It must be “hand carried” and “not 

shipped” via any mode of transportation, including as “checked luggage”.  

 Reason for request such as a Convention, Special Event, etc. 

 Dates for Pick up and return of Relic at OLHC Parish. 

 The PAHNU will contact the “OLHC Coordinators” with the details and 

ascertain if they should approve the request. 

 If approved the PAHNU will advise the “OLHC coordinator” and “requestor”. 

 The requestor will be personally responsible for the safe keeping and security of 

the relic and will be financially responsible for any and all damage or 

mishandling of the relic, or its traveling case. 

 The requestor of the relic will submit a detailed written report as to all of the 

circumstances concerning the veneration of the relic, such as: dates, specific 

locations, church name, individual names, address, etc. and reasons for 

veneration. This documentation is required to substantiate any potential 

“favors” which may result.  This information will be maintained by the “OLHC 

Coordinators” in paper & digital form. 

 Donations would be appreciated to assist with the efforts toward the 

canonization of Blessed John of Vercelli, and the associated expenses of OLHC 

and the PAHNU. 

OLHC Coordinators 

 The coordinators will have authority from the OLHC Pastor and PAHNU 

President to have access to the relic.  They will maintain written digital & paper 

records concerning the relic.  They, or their designated representative, will be 

responsible for the delivery of the relic to approved requestors, and they will be 

responsible to inspect the relic on its return to ensure no damage, etc.  

  

Contact Data 

 Bill McLaughlin: wcm@stevenslee.com – 215 385 1335 

 Joe Phillips: pahnu1@comcast.net – 267 934 0876 

 Current President of PAHNU – David Reichert: dreichert@vtssales.com – 610 

574 5811 
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Prayers for the Canonization 

Of Blessed John of Vercelli 

 

 

 

O God, Who has willed that, Blessed John 

Of Vercelli shine with wondrous prudence and 

Strength, grant that through his intercession, 

Our families may always and everywhere be 

Governed and blessed by your salutary rule, 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

O God, we humbly beg You, should it be 

Your holy will that Blessed John of Vercelli, Your 

Glorious apostle of the Holy, be raised to 

The honors of the altar, to make known Your will 

By heavenly favors through his intercession. 

 

O God, grant that all members of the Holy 

Name Society who make ardent petition for the 

Canonization of Blessed John of Vercelli, may be 

Filled both with zeal for honoring the most Holy 

Name of Your Divine Son and with perseverance 

In Living according to the Holy Name Pledge. 

 

 

 

Blessed John of Vercelli, 

Founder and promotor of the 

Holy Name Society, 

Pray for us! 
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